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Greeting fr om our Pr esident
Dan Mazzulla

Par ks & R ecr eation Dir ector
Johnston, RI

To the many great recreation professionals,

As my tenure of president comes to a close, | would like to take this opportunity to express my
sincere gratitude for the unconditional support of my fellow board members. The dedication and
commitment of organizing our annual conferences , the increased support from our general
membership and the state of our finances is a true testament to their hard work. Also, thank you to
all the committee chairpersons ,volunteers and the general membership for your commitment to the
RIRPA. As we move forward,when you consider the difficult conditions each community faces,now
more than ever we must make a concerted effort to stay involved with the Rhode Island Recreation
and Parks Association.

It has been an absolute pleasure to work with so many nice people and great recreation
professionals. | am confident that our new leadership will continue to keep our profession on the rise.
Let us be there for them.

| would be somewhat remiss if | didn’t mention the departure of two wonderful individuals and
consummate professions. Good Luck , God Bless You and Best Wishes to Bill
Mullholland,Superintendent ofPawtucket Parks and Recreation and Susan Cooper,Director of
Newport Recreation Department. Thanks for all the years of hard work and dedication to your
communities as well as our association.
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The Rhode Island Recreation and Park Association has been privileged to have two
people who are active, involved and dedicated individuals. These two people are
Bill Mulholland and Susan Cooper. Since the inception of Major League Baseball's
Pitch, Hit & Run Competition 15 years ago in 1997, they have both stepped up to
organize and run this massive undertaking. Nearly all of today’s competitors were
not even born when they first signed onto this challenge.

All the behind the scene work that the participants and coaches don’t see is
orchestrated by these two. Rhode Island is the only state in the country that holds
its state competition at a Minor League ballpark, McCoy Stadium, home of the
Pawtucket Red Sox. Bill Mulholland fostered that relationship with the Management
of the Park and the location has been a great draw for so many of the participants.
Bill has recruited members of the Saint Ray’s baseball team to help out at the state
competition. He is instrumental in getting individuals from the area Parks &
Recreation Department’s to help manage the individual events. In the early years
Bill worked with the Rhode Island Department of Health and secured a sponsorship
for the event. T-shirts promoting the event, sponsors and a healthy lifestyle were
distributed to all the participants. What is a Park & Recreation event with the
commemorative t-shirt?

visit:  www .rir pa.com



Uﬂf Susan has been Bill's right hand “woman” for all these
g : years. Whatever Bill needed done Susan was right there to
step in. Susan is instrumental on the day of the event

getting people to where they need to be and making sure
everything is in order.

P B . Rhode Island’s event ran so well in the early years and

boasted the most participants in the New England area that

Bill was chosen to help run the Team Championship level

for the New England Red Sox Nation, something he

continues to do today. Matt Hilley from LEJ Sports Group,
the company hired to organize the program nationwide, is quoted as saying that Bill
worked “diligently to grow the number of communities and kids that participated.”
Hilley also commented that Bill served as the Lead Volunteer for the 1999 National
Finals, which were a part of MLB All-Star Game festivities

Through Bill and Susan'’s efforts countless Rhode
Island youth have had an opportunity to showcase
their skills in baseball and softball. They were
instrumental in the development of the new Girls
Softball Division in 2010 and growing participation
opportunities for RI girls at the Local and State
Levels. RI youth have advanced to the Team
Championship at Fenway Park 58 times and 8 have
become National Finalists at the MLB All-Star Game.
What a great accomplishment for little Rhode Island,
all which is directly influenced by Bill and Susan’s
hard work.

Beyond the batting, pitching and running skills, these youths have formed friendships,
traveled to places they never would have had the chance to, and just had some great
fun.

Memories to last a lifetime!

These two people have helped grow the RIRPA in many other countless ways as well
through all their efforts on boards and running other events. Bill and Susan as you
embark on a new phase of your life, please know that your effort and time in Rhode
Island Park & Recreation Association has been appreciated and you will be sorely
missed. :

Prenenting of the

Ralph Coppa Memorial Award
From left to right:

Sue Cooper, PawSox
President Mike Tamburro,

Ed Harrigan, Bill Mulholland
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Whats Ha ppening in the W orld of Parks and Recr eation

Spring 2011
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June 25

2011

Our crack team of Summer Camp professionals is preparing a
wonderful training opportunity for our states summer camp counselors.
please don't miss out on this event. We are currently looking for presenters
and topics to make sure we cover all the topics important to Summer Camp
providers, so please be sure to pass on any information to:
Andrew Wade @ 401-333-8416 or via email: awade@lincoln.org

MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON!!!

SAVE THE D ATE

Satur day J une 25

10:00am - 3:00pm
Lincoln High Sc  hool

Lincoln, Rl 02865




CRANSTON Music Around Town Free
Concert Series Concerts are at 6:00pm
William Hall Library, 1825 Broad Street
Concert Schedule July 7 - Navy Band
Northeast July 14 - Vini Ames & Sh-Bop
July 21 - Abbey Rhode July 28 - Ten Rod
Ramblers August 4 - Gemini August 11 -
Wayz & Means , COVENTRY Concerts at
Paine Field July 10" Avenue A July 17®
5 Flavor Discount July 24" Billy Shears
Band Concerts at Foster Park July 31%
Wizdom Aug. 7" Black and White Band
Concerts at Rice Filed Aug. 14™ Vini Ames
& Sh-Bop August 21t Jennifer Minuto
Concerts at Briar Point Beach Aug. 28"
Nightlife September 4" Billy Knight and
the Last Ride EAST GREENWICH,
pumpernickle Puppets (ages 3-12) July
1st, Atwater & Donnelly-folk July 7th
Jedlie’s Magic Circus-magician

(ages 5-12) July 8th, Abbey
Rhode-Beatles Tribute July

14th Toe Jam Puppet Band

-music (ages 3-12) July 15th

, 5 Flavor Discount-Soul funk

& R&B July 21st Keith

Munslow -stories, songs

(ages 3-12) July 22nd,

Jennifer Minuto Group-Jazz,

Pop, R&B July 28th BMX

Bike Show (ages 5-12)

*outside or gym July

29th, Avenue A-Swing,

Dixie, Jazz Aug. 4th,

LINCOLN July 23

Kings Row, August 6th

Blurred Vision, August

20 Eric Narwahl and The

Manatees

The Man y Local
Summer Concer ts Put

onbyourP arks &
Recr eation De par tments

NEWPORT Easton’s Beach
Tuesday, July 5" John Moitoza
Dixieland Jazz Band Tuesday,
July 12" Avenue A Tuesday,

July 19" Abbey Rhode Tuesday,
July 26™ Rockin Soul Horns
Thursday, July 7" T-BoneThurs
July 14" Little Red Wagon Tour
Thursday, July 28" Tommy James
Thursday, Aug. 4" Toe Jam Puppet
Band and Newport Police National
Night Out Against Crime Thursday,
Aug. 11" Johnny The K and Kiwanis
Club Block Hunt Sunday, Aug. 28"
Teddy Bear Picnic with Judy
Pancoast Aquidneck Park SOUTH
KINGSTOWN Sunday Concerts on
Peace Dale Village Green 6:00 —
7:30 p.m. July 10 Ways & Means
July 17 Country Heartbeat
July 24 Abbey
Rhode July 31TBA
Aug 7 First Church
of God Peace Dale
100 piece voice choir
Aug 14 Avenue A
Tuesday Night Family
Concerts on the
Peace Dale Village
Green from 6:30 —
7:30 p.m. Julyl12
Bill Harley
(Kids) Aug. 2
Toe Jam Puppet
Jam (Kids) Aug
9 John Connors
& the Irish Express

CHECKOUT ALOCALCONCER TNEAR YOuU!
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